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from contact (with others). 0 Sage, in this
world objects may acquire defects through
contact; a defect in gold arises from being
mixed with base metals, and that is why the
instructed1 do not care for low company.
(2:2: 7-9)

3. So, therefore, saints always desire the
company of good men . . . and that is why
Vaishnavas keep company with Vaishnavas.
(2:2:8, 10) There is none greater than a
Vaishnava ... so (they say), u Let my fellow-
ship always be with Vaishnavas." In any
family where by chance a passionless 3 Vaish-
nava is born, then every single ancestor of
that family, remote or near, becomes pure,
and they (all) go indeed to the Nirvana of
Hari. What more can I say ? By the (very)
sight of Vaishnavas sinners become pure and
sinless, an undoubted (fact). (4 : 8 : 172-175)

The careless mocking talk of unbelievers will cer-
tainly in time weaken the faith of beginners, so they
should shun like poisonous snakes such would-be clever
critics of religious life and aspiration if they really seek
to love the all-loving Lord. The slightest contact with
such is contamination, whether with their persons, their
books, their houses, food, talk, or anything that is theirs,

1 or: learned [manlsina'fy).

2 Stkt; ydga'varjjita'h.